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Letters  to  "The  Washington  Post" 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C., 

January  25,  1916. 

To  the  Editor  of  "THE  WASHINGTON  POST," 

Washington,  D.  C. 

SIR:  In  one  of  the  editorials  of  "The  Washington  Post"  of 
January  24  I  find  the  following  paragraph : 

"There  is  a  possible  source  of  war  in  the  danger  to  which 
"the  Panama  Canal  would  be  exposed  in  case  Colombia 
"should  make  a  bargain  with  an  oversea  power  seeking 
"territory  in  South  or  Central  America.  The  canal  could 
"be  attacked  from  the  territory  of  Colombia  and  the  ports 
"of  that  republic  be  used  advantageously  by  a  naval 
"  enemy  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
"United  States  to  forbid  the  making  of  an  alliance  between 
"Colombia  and  any  European  or  Asiatic  power  having  for 
"its  object  an  assault  upon  the  Panama  Canal,  and  the 
"first  errand  of  the  American  fleet  would  be  to  protect  the 
"Canal." 

Anyone  reading  the  above  statement  without  a  knowledge  of 
the  geography  of  this  hemisphere  might  possibly  be  led  to  believe 
that  Colombia  is  a  protectorate  and  not  a  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent nation  of  six  million  inhabitants,  with  its  own  free 
institutions  and  enjoying  the  same  rights  as  the  United  States 
and  the  other  nations  of  the  Pan  American  Union. 

It  would  seem  that  the  purpose  of  the  writer  of  the  editorial 
in  question  was  to  endeavor  to  exclude  Colombia  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  solemn  guarantees  proclaimed  by  the  authorized 
voice  of  illustrious  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  their  addresses 

(D 


to  the  delegates  of  GUI'  Latin- American  Republics  and  to  the 
world  at  large  during  the  sessions  of  the  recent  Second  Pan 
American  Scientific  Congress,  and  furthermore  to  exclude 
Colombia  from  the  advantages  of  the  "Rights  of  Nations"  so 
solemnly  proclaimed  by  the  American  Institute  of  International 
Law.  According  to  the  Declaration  of  this  Institute,  one  of  the 
rights  which  every  nation  enjoys  is  the  following: 

"  Every  nation  has  the  right  to  exist,  and  to  conserve  its 
"existence;  but  this  right  neither  implies  the  right  nor 
"justifies  the  act  of  the  State  to  protect  itself  or  to  con- 
"  serve  its  existence  by  the  commission  of  unlawful  acts 
"against  innocent  and  unoffending  States." 

And  there  is  still  another  right : 

"Every  nation  entitled  to  a  right  by  the  law  of  nations 
"is  entitled  to  have  that  right  respected  and  protected  by 
"all  other  nations,  for  right  and  duty  are  correlative,  and 
"the  right  of  one  is  the  duty  of  all  to  observe." 

When  once  this  rectification  has  been  made,  permit  me  to  say 
that  the  fear  that  the  Panama  Canal  might  be  attacked  some 
day  from  Colombian  territory  may  be  averted  in  due  time  by 
the  United  States,  should  such  a  danger  really  exist,  not  by  means 
of  a  policy  of  aggression  which  the  Colombian  people,  firmly  and 
fully  conscious  of  its  rights,  would  always  reject,  but  by  means 
of  a  policy  of  fraternity,  fellowship  and  justice  which  will  unite 
the  two  countries  in  common  ideals,  common  interests,  and 
common  sentiments.  Such  a  policy  calls  for  the  restoration — 
by  means  of  the  reparation  of  past  grievances — of  the  ancient 
and  traditional  goodwill  and  friendship  between  Colombia  and 
the  United  States.  In  this  connection  let  me  remind  you  that 
Dr.  Jose*  Maria  Galviz,  a  delegate  from  the  Republic  of  CJiile 
to  the  Second  Pan  American  Scientific  Congress,  expressed  in 
"The  Boston  Globe"  his  astonishment  that  reparation  should 
still  be  delayed. 
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The  friendship  between  Colombia  and  the  United  States  had 
as  a  firm  basis  the  similarity  of  democratic  institutions,  and 
culminated  in  the  Treaty  of  1846,  which  became  an  exceptional 
agreement  in  the  history  of  United  States  diplomacy,  and  which 
was  unfortunately  violated  in  1903  when  the  dismemberment  of 
Colombian  territory  through  the  separation  of  Panama  was 
countenanced. 

Thanks  to  this  genuine  friendship,  not  only  the  political  rela- 
tions of  the  two  countries  improved,  but  their  commercial  inter- 
course grew  by  rapid  strides.  Has  the  fact  that  Colombia 
opened  her  doors  and  allowed  free  passage  through  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama  to  everything  needed  for  the  development  of  Cali- 
fornia and  the  other  western  States  been  forgotten? 

If  the  safeguarding  of  the  Panama  Canal  enters  into  the 
scheme  of  the  national  defense  of  the  United  States,  it  is  natural 
to  suppose  that  that  protection  would  be  sought  in  an  honest 
and  loyal  manner  by  cultivating  the  friendship  of  Colombia 
and  by  respecting  her  sovereignty;  it  can  never  be  attained  by 
returning  to  a  policy  already  disapproved  by  the  whole  of  the 
American  continent. 

As  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Colombia  and  in  every 
other  important  position  held  by  me,  I  have  zealously  labored 
to  bring  about  a  good  understanding  between  Colombia  and  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that  all  those  in  this 
country  who  may  desire  to  see  the  future  relations  of  the  two 
republics  guided  by  a  spirit  of  justice  and  confraternity  will 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  attainment  of  this  same  lofty  purpose. 

I  remain,  etc. 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  JOSE  URRUTIA. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C., 

February  7,  1916. 
To  the  Editor  of  "THE  WASHINGTON  POST," 

Washington,  D.  C. 

SIR:  May  I  beg  to  make  the  following  observations  with 
regard  to  the  editorial  appearing  in  "The  Washington  Post" 
of  the  6th  instant? 

If  "The  Washington  Post"  believes  that  the  Colombian 
Treaty  should  not  be  ratified  by  the  United  States  Senate  it  is 
unquestionably  entitled  to  this  opinion.  It  is,  however,  deeply 
to  be  deplored  that  in  this  opposition  it  should  accept  false 
charges  against  Colombia  which  are  no  more  than  idle  inven- 
tions aimed  at  deceiving  the  honest  public  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

Such  is  the  case  with  the  assertion  that  "the  politicians  who 
controlled  in  Bogota  fifteen  years  ago  attempted  to  blackmail 
the  United  States  for  some  millions  of  dollars."  The  inaccuracy 
of  this  statement  has  been  abundantly  proved  by  official  docu- 
ments published  on  several  occasions.  If,  however,  "The  Post" 
is  in  a  position  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  above  affirmation,  it 
would  be  highly  desirable  that  the  proofs  or  information  relating 
thereto  be  given,  granting  Colombia,  however,  as  an  act  of 
chivalrous  courtesy,  the  right  to  defend  herself  in  the  columns 
where  the  attacks  appear. 

The  treaty  with  Colombia  at  present  under  consideration  by 
the  United  States  Senate  is  termed  "ridiculous."  Possibly  the 
great  difference  in  material  strength  between  the  two  contracting 
parties  may  give  it  this  aspect  in  the  eyes  of  such  as  only  weigh 
this  factor  in  the  field  of  international  relations.  The  term  is 
inexplicable  from  any  other  viewpoint,  and  all  the  more  so  when 
it  is  recalled  that  it  was  signed  at  Bogota  through  the  repeated 
efforts  of  different  Administrations  of  the  United  States,  ani- 
mated by  the  desire  to  do  an  act  of  justice.  Inasmuch,  too,  as 


some  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  formed  part  of  these  administrations,  the  blow  aimed  at 
Colombia  by  "The  Post"  will  indirectly  hit  all  such  as  have 
labored  in  this  country  for  the  celebration  of  the  treaty. 

If  Colombia's  position  in  her  claims  growing  out  of  the 
separation  of  Panama  is  as  weak  as  "The  Post"  presumes,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  regard  the  continued  efforts 
on  the  part  of  Colombia  to  arbitrate  these  claims  as  little  short 
of  rashness.  I  accordingly  venture  to  believe  that,  were  the 
occasion  to  arise,  "The  Post,"  in  its  desire  to  have  the  truth 
prevail,  would  warmly  champion  the  advisability  of  arbitration, 
at  which  the  unreasonableness  of  Colombia's  attitude — if  such 
it  be — would  be  manifest. 

I  send  you  herewith  some  of  the  latest  publications  which 
refute  by  means  of  official  documents  assertions  such  as  those 
unfortunately  made  by  "The  Washington  Post." 

I  have  personally  given  you  the  reasons  why  being  tem- 
porarily in  Washington,  after  attending  the  sessions  of  the 
American  Institute  of  International  Law,  I  cannot  keep  silent 
in  the  face  of  the  charges  against  Colombia  and  against  a  treaty 
bearing  my  signature  as  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Colom- 
bia in  1914.  It  is  this  which  impels  me  to  address  you  this 
letter,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  my  former  communication 
to  you  on  the  subject  has  so  far  remained  unpublished. 

I  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRANCISCO  Jos£  URRUTIA. 


The  above  letters  were  sent  to  "The  Washington  Post"  as 
a  rectification  of  the  editorials  to  which  they  refer.  Although 
a  sense  of  equity  should  have  dictated  their  publication  by 
"The  Washington  Post,"  this  has  not  been  done;  for  this  reason 
they  are  given  herewith  in  the  present  form. 
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